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DEFINITION OF MEDICAL STUDENT TRAINEE PRIVILEGES 
BROOKE ARMY MEDICAL CENTER

1.  PURPOSE:  To establish guidelines for the supervision of the medical students during their study of the practice of medicine at Brooke Army Medical Center.

2.  DISCUSSION:  Medical students can make significant contributions to patients care and comfort.  To maximize patient benefits, students should be allowed to assume increasing responsibility as their education progresses.  Medical students are certified to practice medicine despite any individual student’s level of competence.  To responsibility for any student’s participation in the practice of medicine is assigned to the physician with whom he/she is working.  Although in most instances this immediate supervisor will be a house officer, the ultimate supervisor will be a named clinic or ward staff physician.  This statement creates limits to student’s participation that should not be exceeded.  To complexity of the practice of medicine and the variation in the ability of individual students precludes the formal regulation of every situation.  Supervising physicians should, however, be guided by the limits set in this document and any specific instance when doubt exists as to the extent of student privileges, the interpretation should be a conservative one.  Medical students will at all times be under direct or indirect supervision as defined in this document.

3. POLICY:  Individual clinical department chiefs may further limit the actions of students, as defined in this regulation, but will not increase the scope of their activities without prior written approval of the Hospital Education Committee.

4.  DEFINITIONS:


a.  STUDENTS- An allopathic or osteopathic student accepted for a specific period of study at BAMC.


b.  PHYSICIAN- A Medical Corps officer or civilian graduate of an allopathic or osteopathic school


c.  HOUSE OFFICER- A physician enrolled in a postgraduate training at BAMC.


d.  STAFF PHYSICIAN- A physician individually privileged to practice medicine at BAMC and not enrolled in postgraduate training in the discipline being supervised.


e.  SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN- A house officer or staff physician who supervises students.         


f.  STUDENT LEVEL – The first, second, third or fourth year of allopathic or osteopathic school.


g.  ROUTINE PROCEDURE- A medical or surgical procedure so common and such low risk that it does not require written consent from the patient, parent or guardian.  Examples include superficial venipuncture, nasogastric tube placement and throat culture.


h.  MINOR PROCEDURE- A medical or surgical procedure usually considered to have slight risks, but which generally requires written consent from the patient or guardian.  Example includes lumbar puncture, thoracentesis and sigmoidoscopy.


i.  DIRECT SUPERVISION (LINE-OF-SIGHT)- Supervision which meets the following for requirements:



(1)  The supervising physician is present and gives his full attention to the history taking, physical examination or procedures.



(2)  The students have been properly prepared in advance by the supervising physician and both student and supervising physician agree that the student is capable of performing the task.



(3)  The supervising physician is prepared to intervene if the technique is not satisfactory or an attempt of reasonable duration is not successful



(4)  The rapport of the supervising physician with the patient is such that student’s participation will be accepted.


j.  INDIRECT SUPERVISION- Supervision which meets the following requirements for the patient category described.



(1)  Outpatient- In the outpatient setting, chart review and signature at a later time, without a physician having seen the patient, does not constitute indirect supervision.



(a)  The supervising physician is in the building and he/she personally confirm the history and physical findings and treatment plan with regard to the chief complaint prior to the patients departure.  



(b)  A physician prior to the patient’s departure will see each patient.



(2)  Inpatient- The physician will discuss and confirm the findings, and will approve the plan of the action before student orders are written, countersigned, or implemented.

4.  STUDENT PRIVILEDGES:  Previous privileges are retained as a student progresses from one student level to another.  The supervising physician must sign all entries that are written by a student and entered into the medical record.  The signature indicates that the complete content of the entry has been checked and appears to be in the best interest of the patient. All corrections and additions should be clearly initialed by the supervising physician. Students may participate as assistants in procedures without any added consent from patient.  Examples of assisting are surgical exposure, restraint, the passage of instruments and materials, and cutting of sutures.  Students’ performance of a minor procedure requires that the patient or guardian be counseled that the supervising physician and the student will perform the procedure together.  If written permission is needed, the standard BAMC consent form should be used. Line-of-sight supervision makes the student an extension physician.   


a.  ALL STUDENTS-

(1)  Will be apprised who their supervising physician is.



(2)  Will continually asses their own progress and development, and will voice objections to their supervising physician when duties are assigned for which the student feel unprepared.



(3)  Will introduce themselves by name and student level as part of the patient’s medical care team.



(4)  Will enter their names, where indicated, on official records using name and student level, e.g., John Jones, MS IV



(5)  May perform history and physical examination as assigned and record findings on the  appropriate BAMC forms.  If findings of acceptable quality, correctly signed by the student, personally confirmed by the supervising physician, fully corrected, initially and cosigned, they may be entered as the official history and physical and be placed in the patient’s record.     



(6)  May perform routine procedures under line-of-sight supervision.


b.  THIRD AND FOURTH YEAR STUDENTS



(1)  May write and sign orders on DA Form 4256 (Doctors Orders).  Such orders must be co-signed by the supervising physician before the order sheet is placed in the record or executed by nursing personnel.



(2)  May write out and sign the narrative of consultation requests.  These will be cosigned by the supervising physician before being submitted to the consultation services. 



(3)  May write the narrative of consultation replies on the approved form.  If the reply is of accepted quality, correctly signed by the student, personally confirmed by the

supervising physician, fully corrected, initialed, and co-signed, then it may serve as the official consultation.



(4)  May write- BUT NOT SIGN- prescriptions.  The only signature that may appear on the prescription is that of the supervising physician.



(5)  May write and sign Pathology and Radiology requests.  The request will be co-signed by the supervising physician (see paragraph 5d) before submission.



(6)  May perform routine procedures under departmental guidelines without line-of-sight supervision, only after the supervising physician has personally determined that the individual students has necessary maturity and has mastered the technique.



(7)  May perform minor procedures under line-in-sight supervision.



(8)  May write progress notes on the approved form.  If the progress note is correctly signed by the students, personally confirmed by the supervising physician, fully corrected, initialed and co-signed, and then it may serve as the official progress note.


c.  SPECIFICALLY PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES –



(1)  Final hospital summaries may not be dictated by students.



(2)  Formal counseling of patient’s next of kin or guardian, for the purpose of obtaining informed consent, may not be done by a student.

5.  Requirements.  All military personnel are granted 30 days’ leave a year and all unused leave may be accumulated for future use up to a total of 60 days.

6.  Your signature on this letter authorizes BAMC to release and to provide your sponsoring organization any and all information, adverse or otherwise, concerning your performance at this medical center.

7.  I acknowledge that I have read, understand, and will comply with the Medical Student Privileges as provided in this document.

Print Full Name (last, first, mi)


Rank:
SSN:



Print Name of Medical School:



Signature:
Date:
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