“Trust in the skills that you have, trust in your buddy sitting next to you, trust in God who knows you by name…..”  These were some of the words Father James Schellenberg used to deliver his farewell message and prayer to BAMC soldiers, and their families and friends who had gathered for their send-off.  It took place at 0800, Friday, February 21st, at BAMC Troop Command Headquarters.

This group of BAMC soldiers is deploying to the 21st Combat Support Hospital in support of Operation Enduring Freedom and the escalating crisis in the Middle East. 

Father Schellenberg followed Brigadier General Daniel Perugini, the BAMC Commander; Lieutenant Colonel (LTC)James Mundy, the BAMC Troop Commander; and Chaplain (Captain) Gina Rochelle, the BAMC Troop Command Chaplain.  All of them had important messages for the departing troops and their loved ones.

General Perugini talked about the deployment, its possibilities, and its rigors, stating, “We don’t know what will happen, but you are ready for it.”  He reminded them that their mission was an important one, full of challenges.  Challenges that they could and would overcome.  Their training ensured that they would.  He also talked about the support network available.  He reminded them of the connection they could maintain via email and the Troop Command Web Page created for just this purpose. He reminded them we were with them in spirit.

LTC Mundy thanked everyone present and echoed the General’s message of preparedness reminding everyone of the steps taken by the soldiers themselves, their families, and the Troop Command and BAMC staffs to ensure all wrinkles had been smoothed and all bases covered.  It was a group effort.  He also reminded the families about the Troop Command staff and the Family Readiness Group (FRG) and how their members were always available to the soldiers and their families, and to utilize them.

Chaplain Rochelle talked about the bond between the BAMC family and how it would stretch the required miles and would not break.  It was this familial thread that would withstand the rigors of separation.  It was this thread that would hold regardless of the pressures put upon it.  

Following Father Schellenberg’s heartfelt words, Mrs. Coleta Perugini, wife of BG Perugini, spoke on behalf of the FRG.  She told the families that, “regardless of the problem or request, the group was there; there for the soldiers, there for the families.  That’s why we exist – to be there when called upon.” She gave them her phone number to call.  She told them, “not to believe in rumors.”  The rumor mill was ever-present and not trustworthy.  If they heard a rumor, they were to call her or the Troop Command staff to find out the truth.  She said that, “if I don’t know the answer, I will find it out.” She assured them that the BAMC family was ready, willing and able.  She said, “be there for one another.  Put on a pot of soup.  Slice up a chicken.  Help each other.  Be there for each other.”    

After all was said and done, it was time for a last minute soldier briefing by First Sergeant Kevin Miller, and final farewells.  Family and friends embraced.  Smiles, nervousness, anxiousness, laughter, tears, fears, happiness.  All of these emotions, and more, filled the room.  Some said their goodbyes quickly, others lingered until the soldiers had departed the parking lot.  It was a moment not to be forgotten.  It was BAMC going to do that which it was trained to do. It was BAMC standing up to the challenges that lay ahead. It was BAMC families, left behind, that would bolster these soldiers and give them purpose.  It was our soldiers at their best, ready for duty, stepping out with pride, ready to do that which makes them America’s heroes, our heroes.  God speed, BAMC. We’ll see you when you get home.  We’ll be there.  We promise.   

