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SUBJECT:  Fraternization (Policy Memorandum #22)

1.  Reference AR 600-20, Army Command Policy, 13 May 02.

2.  Fraternization impacts military order and discipline and is detrimental to organization.  To help clarify what the Army considers as fraternization related behavior, the following information has been extracted from AR 600-20, as the baseline for the Troop Command Policy 

     a.  Para 4-14:  Relationships between soldiers of different rank that involve, or give the appearance of, partiality, preferential treatment, or the improper use of rank or position for personal gain, are prejudicial to good order, discipline, and high unit morale.  It is Army Policy that such relationships be avoided.

     b.  Para 4-14e:  All soldiers and Army civilians must understand that this policy is based on the principal of good judgment.  An association between an officer and an enlisted soldier might not be considered fraternization yet still be inappropriate.  Similarly, certain relationships between enlisted soldiers, or between officers, may be inappropriate.  Just because a certain relationship does not break the law, does not mean it is acceptable or appropriate.

     c.  Para 4-14e(1):  An association between soldiers of different rank who also are of different gender does not necessarily create a greater potential for impropriety than one between soldiers of the same gender.

     d.  Para 4-14e(2):  This policy applies to all relationships between soldiers of different rank.  Any social or duty relationship may result in an impropriety.

     e.  Para 4-15:  Relationships between permanent party personnel and Initial Entry Trainees (IET) not required by the training mission are prohibited.  Initial Entry Trainees are not permitted in the barracks or quarters of permanent party personnel. Battalion personnel will avoid social contact with IET soldiers to eliminate the possible perception of an improper relationship.

     f.  Para 4-16:  Relationships in para 4-14e, if between officers and enlisted soldiers, are prohibited by the customs of the service and may constitute the MCHE-TC
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offense of fraternization under provisions of Article 134, Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ).

3.  As soldiers, we are charged with the responsibility of exercising sound judgment and avoiding relationships that may impact military order and discipline and cast the military in an unfavorable light.  

                                                                      //s//

                                                                 JAMES A.MUNDY

                                                                 LTC, MS

                                                                 Commanding
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